
Sustainable food production 28/03/2018

Do Now

Exam question

Using a named example, evaluate the effects of a 

large scale food scheme (6 marks)

Aim

▪ To understand how we can create a sustainable food supply



Answer

• Introduction

• Locate and name the scheme

• At least 2 advantages described and explained

• At least 2 disadvantages described and 

explained

• Concluding sentence

Peer mark



Sustainable Food Production

• …ensures that fertile soil, water and 

environmental resources are avaiable for 

future generations

• If we are to increase global food supply, this 

must be at the heart



Task

Think back over the last few lessons. In what 

ways are our current food production methods 

unsustainable?



Organic farming

• Growing crops and rearing livestock without 

the use of chemicals

• As a result production costs are often higher

• However, some people are happy to pay more 

for organic produce

What issues are associated with rising 

food prices?



Permaculture

• Permaculture is a system of agricultural and 

social design principles centered on simulating 

or directly utilising the patterns and features 

observed in natural ecosystem

• It aims to be sustainable, non-polluting and 

healthy

• It uses natural rainfall, crop rotation and 

manages the land

This sounds like the perfect farming method. 

Why is it not more widely employed?



And less food!



Urban farming

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rWnxqw

ZbV4

Why do you think urban farming is 

popular?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rWnxqwZbV4


Urban farming

• Food close to where it is needed

• Great choice and a healthy diet

• Trendy!

• Creates jobs in deprived urban areas

• Improves the urban environment

• Attracts wildlife such as birds and butterflies

• Social benefit from communities working on 

projects

Categorise the below into social, environmental 

and economic factors



Task

Mind map: How can we get fish and meat from 

more sustainable sources?

Ext – Is the meat in your home sustainable? 

How do you know? 



Fish

• Over 90% of the worlds fish areas are over 

exploited

• Increasing demand for food and improved 

technology has led to more fish being caught

• The methods are unsustainable and destroy 

ecosystems

• Sustainable fishing means running quotas and 

monitoring breeding



Meat

• Intensive livestock production an be 

unsustainable

• Large amounts of heat and light used for 

indoor rearing

• Chemicals used to maximise production

• High numbers of animals can damage soil

• Sustainable farming involves small scale rearing, 

using free range and organic methods and 

meeting animal welfare standards



Plenary

• What changes can you and your family make 

to your life to ensure that your food 

consumption is sustainable?



What have we learnt today?

Aim

▪ To understand how we can create a sustainable food supply


