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Aim

▪ To understand how the land in the UK is shaped

Key words

Do Now

Explain how you think weathering and erosion 

will act to create landforms in a glacial 

environment



How has this formed?



The 

Lake 

District

• Watch the video and write down what the landscape
of the Lake District is like.

• Read the fact sheet and then answer the following 
questions.

– What is the main rock type of the Lake District?

– What is the main land feature found in the Lake District?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=botfLXowxVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gyjDNFSEq0




http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcse

bitesize/geography/glacial_landscap

es/glacial_erosion_landforms_vide

o.shtml



Corries or Cirques

• Corries or cirques are large hollowed out 

depressions. They are found in the upper valley 

of glaciers

• They often leave behind a lake known as a tarn

Steep 

sides
Raised 

lip



Nivation (snow related 
processes such as freeze thaw 

weathering) acts upon a 
shallow, preglacial hollow and 

enlarges it into an embryo 
corrie.

Snow collects in the hollow 
(firn/neve). The weight of 
the snow compacts the 

base of the snow patch to 
form glacier ice.

Ice moves 
downhill due 

to gravity

As it moves it 
plucks rocks from 

the back wall 
making it steeper. 
This process is 

further helped by 
freeze-thaw 
weathering.

The rotational 
movement of the 
ice, together with 

debris from plucking 
and freeze-thaw , 

abrades the floor of 
the hollow, 

deepening it.

The rotational movement 
pulls the ice away from the 

back wall creating a crevasse 
or bergschrund. Rock 

fragments and water fall down 
these crevasses.

The rotational movement also 
means that the ice is moving 

upwards near the mouth of the 
corrie. Ice erodes less at the front 
edge and so a corrie lip is formed.

When the ice melts a small 
lake may form behind the 
lip. This is called a corrie 

lake or tarn.



Aretes and pyramidal peaks

• An aretes is a knife edge that separates two 

corries

• A pyramidal peak is when 3 or more corries 

form around a mountain



Task

Create a storyboard outlining how a 

corrie, arête and pyramidal peak forms.

Use the card sort and ensure you draw images 

for each stage.



Glacial Valleys

• Most glaciers flow along river valleys

• Unlike rivers, glaciers do not flow around 

obstacle, instead they cut straight through

• Glaciers have a huge amount of shear power, 

this allows them to create dramatic landscapes

Take notes on your sheet on the following 

features:



U Shaped Valleys

• Valley glaciers straighten, 

widen and deepen preglacial

valleys, turning the original V-

shaped, river formed feature 

into the characteristic U 

shape

• These steep-sided flat floored 

valleys are known as glacial 

troughs



Ribbon Lake

• Extending and 

compressing flow 

may over deepen 

parts of the trough 

floor, later occupied 

by a narrow ribbon 

lake, or may leave 

less eroded, more 

resistant rock steps



Truncated Spurs

• Abrasion by englacial and subglacial debris and 

plucking along the valley sides remove the tips of 

preglacial interlocking spurs leaving cliff like 

truncated spurs



Hanging Valleys

• Differential erosion 

between a main glacier 

and its tributary glaciers.

• The floor of any 

tributary glacier is 

deepened at a slower 

rate so that when the 

glaciers melt it is left 

hanging high above the 

main valley and its river 

has to descend by a 

single waterfall or a 

series of waterfalls.



Why is the lower course of the 

river flat?

Watch the video clip and along with your 

knowledge, answer the question.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7s8q6f


Turn to the person next to you.

Explain to them how you think this was formed.



Batholiths

• Read the printed information.

• Create a flow diagram to show 

how a batholith forms.

• Don’t forget to annotate it.

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=batholith&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=D542570075C2161D3EBD69D4C12A4F998EB2FDA6&selectedIndex=6&ccid=2E70/PkV&simid=608032950551251314&thid=OIP.Md84ef4fcf915cf064ccc291551c04845H0


Plenary Pyramid

Question 

you are left 

with.

New concept 

you now 

understand.

New concept 

you now 

understand.

A

new

keyword

A

new

keyword

A

new

keyword



What have we learnt today?

Aim

▪ To understand how the land in the UK is shaped


