
Population explosion 27/03/2018

Do Now

How has population numbers changed in the 

last 200 years?

Learning Objectives

▪ To know how population is increasing/decreasing

▪ To understand population facts

▪ To be able to describe birth and death rate



Decrease Increase

What factors do you think can increase or 

decrease a population?



What do you notice?



There are now more people alive than ever before, but not only is the 

population increasing, it is doing so at an increasing rate!

In the past 100 years, the world’s 

population has virtually doubled 

twice. This has been called the 

population explosion.



In the past 100 years, the world’s population has virtually doubled twice. 

This has been called the population explosion.

Using the graph, explain 

what we mean by a 

population explosion.



Population change…

Population grows because the number of babies being both is 

greater than the number of people dying.

BIRTH RATE =

The number of 

babies born per 

1000 people.

DEATH RATE =

The number of 

people who die per 

1000 people.

POPULATION GROWTH RATE =

The difference between the birth rate and death rate 

(how quickly the population grows) 



What factors cause the population to change?

Sort the factors into two lists:

1. Factors that affect birth rate

2. Factors that affect death rate

Then, categorise these lists further into:

1. Factors that increase BR

2. Factors that decrease BR

3. Factors that increase DR

4. Factors that decrease DR



What factors cause the population to change?

Low birth rate
High birth rate

Low death rate High death rate

Draw emojis to illustrate the 

different factors for each 

group!

E.g. Disease/illness



Rank each country based on how high you think 

their birth rate is.

Be prepared to

justify your

answer!

1st

32

4 5 6

7 8

9th

Higher or Lower…



Higher or Lower…

How did you do?

Now do the same 

for death rate!

Country Birth 
rate

Death 
rate

Kenya 45

India 29

Brazil 25

China 19

USA 16

Australia 15

UK 13

Italy 10

Japan 10



Higher or Lower…

Country Birth 
rate

Death 
rate

Kenya 45 12

India 29 10

Brazil 25 7

China 19 7

USA 16 9

Australia 15 7

UK 13 11

Italy 10 11

Japan 10 8



Higher or Lower…

Country Birth 
rate

Death 
rate

Natural change 
(population 
growth rate)

Kenya 45 12

India 29 10

Brazil 25 7

China 19 7

USA 16 9

Australia 15 7

UK 13 11 +2

Italy 10 11

Japan 10 8

1. Calculate the 

population growth 

rate for each 

country.

2. How does the 

population growth 

rate differ between 

the UK and Kenya? 

Refer to BR and DR.

Suggest reasons why the 

population growth rate is 

higher in Kenya than in the 

UK.


