
Coral Reefs 22/03/2018

Do Now

Describe the images below

Learning Objectives

 To know what a coral reef is like

 To understand the distribution of coral reefs

 To be able to explain the location of coral reefs globally



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=cbN161yBBGA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=wZdpNglLbt8











What are Coral Reefs?

• Coral reefs are underwater structures made from calcium 
carbonate secreted by corals built up over 1000’s of years.

• Corals are formed by POLYPS (tiny animals) – small anemone 
like creatures that settle on bare surfaces and proceed to 
grow.

• They have a limestone skeleton. The calcium comes from the 
shells of the small creatures the corals catch.

• Polyps also contain algae (plants) which capture energy from 
the sun and make sugars (photosynthesis). 98% of the polyps 
energy comes from this algae, the rest from captured prey.

• They are colourful because many different algae reflect 
different colours in the sunlight.



Distribution of Coral Reefs
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Label your map with the details below 

and surrounding countries



Task

Describe the distribution of coral reefs shown on your map

‘Describe’ questions are often done wrong!

You must say what you see, NOT explain it.

Use the information on the map – lines of latitude, names of 

locations and continents.

Is there a pattern? Are they found near land or sea?

Where are the biggest reefs found?

80 words.

‘Coral reefs are located…..’



Why are coral reefs distributed 

in this way?



Explaining the distribution of Coral Reefs:

• As corals photosynthesise they need three 
things: 

1.They need shallow water to allow sunlight to 
penetrate. Corals rarely grow below 50m in 
depth, hence their location at coasts or 
around islands.

2.They need lots of sunlight – hence they are 
found in the tropic regions.

3.They need clear water to allow light to 
penetrate.


