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Do Now

How do 

you think 

climate 

change 

will 

impact the 

UK?

Aim

▪ To understand the impacts of climate change in the UK



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=SDxmlvGiV9k



Task

Look at the 

graph that 

shows the 

average UK 

temperatures. 

Comment on 

the pattern 

shown



Weather - Flooding

• According to the Government the number of 

households in the flood risk will be up to 970,000 

homes in the 2020s, up from around 370,000 in 

January 2012.

• The protection against increasing flood risk as a 

result of climate change requires rising investment. In 

2009, the Environment Agency calculated that UK 

need to be spending £20m more compared to 2010–

11 as the baseline, each and every year out to 2035, 

just to keep pace with climate change.



Task

Complete the card sort categorising them into 

social, economic and environmental impacts



Task

Use the UK effects sheet and blank map to 

complete the case study sheet

Ext - Climate change has global consequences.

Suggest the environmental and social 

consequences of climate change for the world 

(9 marks)



Mark scheme

• Social effects – likely to include starvation, death, loss of income/livelihood, 

Food shortages from crop yield decrease and damage to marine 

ecosystems may occur leading to starvation and malnourishment. Heat 

related illness will increase which could lead to death. People who rely on 

farming as an income may be effected by crop yield decrease caused by 

drought.

Environmental effects – sea level rise, loss of coastal areas and habitats, 

changing conditions will

mean changes in vegetation – warmer conditions in parts of northern 

Europe may see coniferous forest disappear or adapt, areas will flood 

especially low lying coastal areas, icebergs will be more apparent; 

hurricanes and extreme weather will become more

common.



Mark scheme

• Level 1 (Basic) (1 – 4 marks)

Simple statements, perhaps list like at lower end.

Separate ideas – consequences are included in a random order.

A UK focus is likely.

Lots of coastal areas will be flooded. People will have to move; businesses will go 

into the sea. If it gets hotter, some crops will not grow. Fires could occur and 

forests lost.



Mark scheme

• Level 2 (Clear) (5 – 7 marks)

Develops statements and makes links.

Environmental and social are partly distinguished – possibly imbalanced.

There is some reference to areas beyond UK.

Lots of low-lying coastal areas will be flooded, such as in East Anglia. People will 

have to move; beaches and resorts will disappear and businesses will follow. If it 

gets hotter, some crops will not grow; others like potatoes and outdoor tomatoes 

may have an increased yield benefiting farmers. There would be a greater risk of 

forest fires and the Houses of Parliament could be flooded. Fires could occur and 

forests lost. Low-lying islands like the Maldives would disappear and areas of 

tropical rainforest would be under threat.



Mark scheme

• Level 3 (Detailed) (8 – 9 marks)

Fully developed statements that are linked.

Environmental and social are clearly distinguished, in greater balance.

Detailed knowledge of effects and exemplars.

The global element is properly addressed.

There will be many environmental changes. Lots of low-lying coastal areas will be flooded, 

such as in East Anglia in UK and much of the country of Bangladesh. If it gets hotter, 

some crops will increase in yield like potatoes and outdoor tomatoes, benefiting farmers. A 

wider variety of crops could be grown such as vines, oranges in the south, increasing 

farmer’s profits. There would be a greater risk of forest fires and the Houses of Parliament 

could be flooded. Low-lying islands like the Maldives and islands in the Pacific would 

disappear and areas of tropical rainforest would be under threat. Icebergs would break 

off from the Antarctic ice sheet.

As well as these environmental changes, some people would lose their jobs as warmer 

temperatures mean the ski resorts in the Alps in Switzerland around Interlaken don’t 

have enough snow. Another problem would be the cost of trying to protect major cities like 

London and Hull from the rising sea levels.



https://www.youtube.com/results?s

earch_query=uk+climate+change

• Recommended documentary

• Run time 1 hour



What have we learnt today?

Aim

▪ To understand the impacts of climate change in the UK


