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Do Now

Mind map what you know about 

India

Aim

▪ To understand the growth of India



Location
In pairs discuss how India’s geographical 

location has effected its economic growth











Why is India important?

• India is growing,  fast.  

• It's an emerging 

country*

• Predicted to be 

world's second 

largest economy 

by 2050; and to

• Overtake China as 

the most 

populated country 

by 2020.

• India's geographical 

location has 

encouraged its 

growth.  

* Emerging country = a country which has recently 

developed (with medium / high human development)

Source: https://www.gapminder.org/tools

https://www.gapminder.org/tools/#_chart-type=bubbles
https://www.gapminder.org/tools


India’s economic development

• India has developed rapidly in recent decades.  

This means India is now an emerging country, 

not a developing country.  



Task
Using the table below describe the changes to India’s 

economy from 1991 – 2014, using data to evidence your 

answer India 1991 India 2016

GDP total (US$) in PP 1.2 trillion 7.3 trillion

GDP per capita (US$) 

in PP

1150 5800

Export value (US$) 17.2 billion 342 billion

Import value (US$) 25 billion 508 billion

Unemployment rate % 20 8.6

Living in poverty % 36 30

Main exports Tea, coffee, fish 

products

Vehicles, machinery, 

steel, chemicals

Main imports Textiles, clothing, 

machinery

Crude oil products, 

gems, machinery, iron 

ore



India’s economic development 

• As a country develops, the structure of its economy 

changes, and so does the proportion of people 

working in different economic sectors.

• As countries develop industry and use more 

technology, people move out of agriculture because it 

pays lower wages, and because increased technology 

like tractors and fertiliser means less labour is 

needed.  At the same time, manufacturing and service 

industries are growing, which tend to pay higher 

wages.  These sectors earn more money for GDP.



Task

Exam Question:

Describe the geographical location of an emerging country you 

have studied (3 marks)

Can you answer this question, using the model  below?

“The UK is located on the continent of Europe, in the North Atlantic Ocean, at 

55° N, 3°W.  As an island, the UK shares an international border with just 

one country: Ireland.  Nearest neighbouring countries include France, Belgium 

and the Netherlands.”

India is located…



Trade in India

• India has fast become part of the global economy.

• This means it has increased the amount it trades with other 

countries.  What is trade?

• Trade is simply buying (importing) and selling (exporting) goods 

from other countries.

• This can help countries become rich by earning money from selling 

things they produce (exports) and using this to buy things they 

need or can’t make themselves (imports).

• Container ships like these above transport 90% of traded goods.  

Containerisation has made transporting goods quicker and cheaper 

than ever.  

• As well as physical goods like toys and computers,  information and 

services can also be traded through the internet and telephones.



Trade – Emerging India

• India’s trade volumes have grown.  

• What India trades has also changed: from exporting mostly primary 

commodities like tea, oil and rice in the 1960s, India is now exporting 

more valuable goods like electronics and IT services.  It is importing less 

high-value technology than in the past, because it now produces its own 

technology (e.g. software programmes and cars).  This means its terms of 

trade have improved, so it can earn more money. 

• India’s most valuable trade relationships are with Asian and middle Eastern 

countries like UAE, Singapore, China and Saudi Arabia; and the USA.  

Asia is a growing destination of India's exports, 

while trade with Europe is decreasing.  Why is 

this?  And how does India’s physical geography 

influence this?



Task

Using the data sheet complete 

the worksheet



What have we learnt today?

What we will learn next…

▪ How TNCs operate in India

Aim

▪ To understand the growth of India


