
Quality of life in Mumbai 29/03/2018

Do Now

What are the push and pull 

factors for people moving from a 

rural area to Mumbai?

Aim

▪ To understand the quality of life for Mumbai’s poorest peopel



Task

Come up with 5 reasons why qualify of life varies so 

much across a single city

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Quality of life in an urban area

• Quality of life is measured according to 

different factors that range from wages 

to how well connected people feel. 

• There is not one standard way of 

measuring quality of life. 

• People can not agree what makes quality 

of life better or worse. 



Quality of life in a megacity

Quality of life for a megacity is measured according to 

such factors as: 

• Levels of air and water pollution 

• Levels of transport congestion 

• Access to health care, education 

• Crime levels 

• Access to affordable housing 

• Access to adequate sanitation 

• Quality of government service 

• Income – what people can earn



A “slum" is an illegal occupation of a terrain in 

large cities, where dwellers often have to live 

without any basic infrastructure, such as 

water, sewage, electricity, garbage collection, 

mail, etc. 

Copy the definition below



Dharavi

• Dharavi is the biggest slum in Asia – home to 

more than 600,000 people. Its spreads 2km2.

• It is just north of central Mumbai and its 

growth is restricted by the city.

• The governments of Mumbai and Maharashtra 

state or now planning the development of the 

slum. Housing is to be cleared in stage.



Dharavi

• The Dharavi redevelopment project is developing the 

slum so that each district has housing, health care, 

civic amenities, infrastructure, recreational spaces, 

schools and industries

• Dharavi is on very valuable land just south of the 

Mithi River, near the new Bangra Kurla Complex.

• In 2005 the BKC was flooded, and poor planning for 

the site was evident. The river was diverted changing 

drainage in the area, but this left Dharavi, a former 

swamp, dry.

• For this reason Dharavi is attractive to real estate.



Dharavi

• Developers can’t erase the existing industries in the 

area, so a compromise is reached. There are 4,500 

small industries.

• Under the scheme, people are entitled to 225 sq ft of 

free space.

• The project cannot go ahead unless the majority of 

residents agree to it. Some people claim that the 

government has used underhand tactics to make 

people sign the agreement.

• They also fear that with development, financial 

pressures will replace planned housing with industry.



Task

Complete the slums of hope/despair 

table



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=Im0tHRs9Bng&t=1675s

• Watch the documentary and make notes on 

your sheet. Sheet must be finished for h/w



Task

Exam question:

Dharavi has been a squatter settle for 60 years. 

Explain the advantages and disadvantages for 

Mumbai’s government of clearing it and 

redeveloping the land with affordable housing. 

(8 marks)



What have we learnt today?

Aim

▪ To understand the quality of life for Mumbai’s poorest peopel


