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Dynamic Development 

Knowledge checklist 

Key ideas How secure is my 

knowledge? 

 

 

 

  

Why are some countries richer than others? 

 

• Definition of ‘development’ and the ways in which countries can be 

classified, such as AC, EDC and LIDC.  

• Global distribution of ACs, EDCs and LIDCs. G  

• Economic and social measures of development, such as GNI per 

capita and Human Development Index, and how they illustrate the 

consequences of uneven development. 

• Outline the human and physical factors influencing global uneven 

development. 

• Explore the factors that make it hard for countries to break out of 

poverty, including debt, trade and political unrest. 

   

Are LIDCs likely to stay poor? 

This enquiry question is studied through one case study of an LIDC to answer sub-

questions a, b and c. 

 

• Overview of the economic development of an LIDC, including 

influences of population, society, technology and politics, particularly 

in the past 50 years, or post-independence. 

• Explore whether Rostow’s model can help determine the country’s 

path of economic development. 

• The extent to which the relevant Millennium Development Goals 

have been achieved for this LIDC. 

• Investigate how the LIDC’s wider political, social and environmental 

context has affected its development. 

• The country’s international trade, such as potential reliance on a 

single, or few, commodities and how this influences development. 

• The benefits and problems of trade and Trans National Company 

(TNC) investment for development. 

• The advantages and disadvantages of international aid or debt relief 

for its development. 

• Compare the advantages and disadvantages of one top-down and one 

bottom-up strategy in the country. 
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Defining Development: 

Key words: 

• Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita 

• Human development Index 

• Social, Economic 

• Political 

What is development? 

There are different ways of defining development… 

...and different ways of measuring how developed a place is. 

Social development 

• …People’s quality of life (e.g. access to health, education, even happiness! 

Economic Development  

• How wealthy a country is and how it earns its wealth  

• (e.g. farming is considered less economically advanced then industry or banking). 

Political development  

• Democratic rights such as freedom of speech and political expression (to say what 

you want, and organise politically to achieve your needs, e.g. through trade unions or 

political parties) 

 

 



 

3 
 

Sustainable development  

• "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present, 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."  

— from the World Commission on Environment and Development’s (the 

Brundtland Commission) report Our Common Future.  (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1987).  

What does development data tell us about different countries? 

• Development is a process which improves people's quality of life (e.g. if 

education improves because new schools are built, or food supply improves due 

to investment in fertilizers or farm machinery). 

• There are different ways of measuring these improvements – which give a 

different picture of development. 

GDP 

• GDP is one way of measuring economic development / wealth.  It measures the 

total number of goods and services produced in one year. 

• GDP per capita = divides GDP by the number of people in that country, to show 

average wealth. 

HDI 

• HDI is a composite indicator: it ranks countries based on three different 

goals/outputs which the United Nations says result from overall development: 

• Longevity (life expectancy at birth). 

• Knowledge (measured by a weighted average of which 66.6% is from adult 

literacy and 33.3% is from mean years of schooling). 
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• Income as adjusted to measure real per capital including purchasing power 

adjusted to local cost of living. 

Gini coefficient  

• The Gini Coefficient measures the extent to which a society is unequal, and how 

this changes over time. 

• It is measured as a ratio, between 0-1, with perfectly equal society = 0 (everyone 

has the same income) and a perfectly unequal society = 1 (1 person has all the 

income in the country). 

Development Divide: 

How do populations differ with development? 

• Social indicators like health, education and life expectancy are often linked to the 

level of development and economic growth in a country. 

• So, the wealthier and more developed a country is, the better educated and 

healthier its population is. 

• We can see this, and other patterns in a country's population pyramid 

DTM – 5 stages 

• Stage 1 (high fluctuating) 

- A period of high fluctuating birth and death rates (around 35 per 1000) which gives a 

small population growth. 

 Reasons: 

- Limited birth control and family planning 
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- High infant mortality 

- Children are the source of future income 

- In some cultures children are the sign of fertility 

- Some religions encourage large families 

- High incidence of disease 

- Poor nutrition and famine 

- Poor levels of hygiene 

- Little medical science including doctors, hospitals and drugs. 

 

• Stage 2 (early expanding) 

- Birth rates remain high but death rates fall rapidly to about 20 per 1000 people giving 

a rapidly expanding population.  

Reasons: 

- Improved public health 

- Decrease in child mortality 

- Improved medical provision and vaccinations 

- Improvement in food production (better nutrition) 

- Improved transport to move food, doctors etc.  
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• Stage 3 (late expanding) 

- Birth rates fall rapidly to around 20 per 1000 people. Death rates continue to fall  

(15 per 1000 people) to give a slow increasing population.  

Reasons: 

- Changing socioeconomic reasons 

- Emancipation of women. Women now educated and having own careers and 

therefore having children later or not at all.  

- Preference for small families 

- Increased personal wealth and desire for material possessions.  

- Compulsory schooling makes children more expensive 

- Low infant mortality rates 

- Availability of family planning 

- Availability of abortion 

 

• Stage 4 (low fluctuating) 

- Low birth rates (16 per 1000) and low death rates (12 per 1000) which fluctuate 

slightly to give a steady population.  

- Population growth is small 

- Fertility dropping 

- More women in work force 
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• Stage 5 (decline) 

- Death rate slightly exceeds birth rate 

- Population declines 

Reasons 

- Emancipation of women in the labour market 

- Greater financial independence of women 

- Concerns of population growth and resources 

- Increase in same sex relationships 

- Rise in the concept of childlessness 

- Ageing population causes increased death rate 

Uses of the DTM 

- The concept is universal 

- It can be used to predict how a population will change over time 

- It is easy to understand 

- Enables demographic comparisons between countries 

- It describes what has happen in the UK 

- USA and many other western countries have also been through the same stages 

- Some countries are going through it at the moment - Newly Industrialised 

Countries, like South Korea 

- Explains what has happened  
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- Explains why it happened in that particular sequence 

Limitations 

- Like all models the DTM has its limitations. 

- There is now a need for a stage 5 as in some countries population are declining.  

- The model is Eurocentric and assumes all countries will pass through all 4 stages. 

- Some countries may never reach industrialisation.  

- Stage 2 of the model assume death rates fall due to industrialisation.  However in the 

UK during stage 2, death rates rose due to insanitary conditions which arose due to 

rapid growth and it only fell after advances in medicine.  

- The fall in birth rate in stage 3 has been less rapid due to political or religious 

opposition to birth control. Whereas in some countries the fall was more rapid due 

to government policies (China).  

- - The timescale in some South-east Asian countries is being squashed as they are 

developing at a much faster rate than the early industrialised countries did.  

MEDC’s and LEDC’s have gone through population change in a number of different ways 

LEDCs have generally…….. 

- Had higher birth rates in stages 1 and 2 

- Had steeper falls in death rates  

- Larger population bases in stages 2 and 3 due to higher populations in stage 1 and 

therefore the fall in fertility has been greater. 
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- There has been a weaker relationship between population change and economic 

development 

Measuring Development: 

Key words:  

• Colonialism 

• Neo-colonialism 

• Topography 

• Governance 

• International relations 

First, second, third and fourth worlds 

• Earliest method and was from a Western perspective. 

• Europeans saw themselves as First World. 

• Their colonies e.g. Australia, USA were termed Second World. As well as 

communist countries. 

• Poorer countries were termed Third World. 

• Increasing gaps between poorer countries meant the Fourth World was needed for 

the very poorest countries. 

How uneven development happens: 

Population 

• Generally having a larger population will help you to develop – large workforce 
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Colonialism  

• Colonialism is generally bad for countries as it leads to uneven trade and 

development 

• The true impact of colonialism started in the 15th century when countries went to 

search for resources 

• Often countries would conquer other countries and enslave their people 

• Europe colonialised much of Asia,  Africa and South America 

• Most colonies are now independent but the impact remains 

Climate  

• A warm moist climate is best – this is good for growing crops – the first step of 

development 

• This has helped many of the European nations 

• Too hot and it is very difficult to grow anything 

• No country on the equator is an AC 

Land  

• Flat fertile land is best 

• This helps you to grow crops and build cities – key to development 

Natural resources 

• An abundance of minerals, for example, oil and coal, help countries to become rich 

and develop 
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• These can be traded or used in manufacturing 

• However, success here depends on a strong and stable government that is free of 

corruption 

Uneven development and climate change: 

Key words 

▪ Mitigation = avoid 

▪ Adaptation = change 

Climate change 

• Climate change can make uneven development even worse 

• It can lead to a rise in sea level 

• Stronger hurricanes 

• Less predictable rainfall 

• Hotter weather 

Climate change – LIDCs 

• Generally LIDCs emit far less carbon than ACs but it is the LIDCs that suffer 

Obstacles to development: 

Development issues 

• To create development in poorer countries there have been 2 approaches: 

• Aid – by richer countries and oil rich 

• Trade – promote economic growth 



 

12 
 

Trade  

• Economic growth is essential – increases wealth, allows revenue to flow, improves 

living standards 

• Based on idea that countries in South need to follow path of countries in the North 

• They therefore had to 

– Adopt capitalism 

– Provide money for resources and industry  

– Promote free trade 

– Look at ACs like Singapore and South-Korea who followed this model 

Alternative view  

• Some think: 

– LIDCs cannot compete with ACs as they cannot invest in technology at same 

level as ACs 

– LIDCs depend on agricultural exports and the price has been falling so they 

cannot make a profit.  

– Rich countries, get subsidies (EU CAP) 

– Wealth from trade does not always trickle down so wealth gap in country 

increases 

– LIDCs have growing debts so they spend less on health and education 
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Aid 

• Supporters argue: 

– Can be directed to economic development and can be used for social and 

environmental development 

• Critics argue: 

– Does not always reach those who need it 

– Countries lack infrastructure so aid cannot be used effectively 

– Countries become aid dependent  

– Aid is often tied so recipients agree to spend money on goods and services 

from the donor country 

TNCs 

- Operates in at least 2 countries 

- Hierarchical organisation  

- HQ often in origin country 

- Production centres over seas 

- Might have regional HQs as they grow 

-   Resource extraction 

- Manufacturing  

- Pharmaceuticals / large volume consumer goods 

- Mass produced goods (cosmetics) 
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- Service operations 

- Banking / insurance / advertising 

Why have they grown? 

• Globalisation 

• Exploit capital labour 

• Cheaper costs in LEDCs 

• Less environmental laws and human rights 

• Government policies and subsidies  

• Large scale allows them to reduce costs 

• Governments want to attract TNCS so TNCs have a choice and can get the best 

deal 

TNCs - what you need to know 

• Characteristics: 

 - What are TNCs 

 - How have they aided globalisation 

 - How do they impact the global economy 

 - Growth and locations of TNCs (plus impacts on country of origin) 

 - Social, economic and environmental impacts of TNCs 
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Factors affecting the gap: 

Physical Geography 

• Landlocked countries general develop more slowly than coastal nations. Why? 

• Small islands generally struggle to develop 

• Tropical countries generally develop more slowly. Why? 

• Natural resources can spur economic growth 

Economic Policies 

• Open economies with trade links have developed faster than those with closed 

economies 

• Fast growing countries tend to spend less in relation to their GDP 

• A strong government, law and a lack of corruption leads to stronger economic 

development 

HDI 

• Seen as the best measure of overall development 

1. Life expectancy at birth 

2. Mean years of schooling for adults aged 25 years 

3. Expected years if schooling for children of school entering age 

4. GNI per person (PPP) 
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IMR 

• The infant mortality rate (IMR) is the number of deaths of infants under one 

year old per 1,000 live births. This rate is often used as an indicator of the level of 

health in a country. The infant mortality rate of the world is 49.4 according to 

the United Nations and 42.09 according to the CIA World Factbook. 

Dependency theory 

• It’s not just Malawi's physical geography holding it back, there are economic and 

political barriers too. 

• Andre Frank was an economist in Latin America qnd believed that poor countries 

were deliberately made poor by rich countries.  He called this “Dependency 

Theory”. 

• Frank said richer countries are 'core' regions, who buy low value raw materials 

(timber, coal, cocoa) from 'periphery' countries like Malawi.  

• The richer core countries manufacture the raw materials into higher value products 

like steel, cars and chocolate, and sell these back to poorer countries.  This makes 

rich core countries a big profit, but keeps poor countries dependent on trading low 

value goods.  Frank’s supporters argue that core countries also keep periphery 

countries dependent by imposing charges (called 'tariffs') their high value products, 

making them too expensive to buy.  

Physical geography 

• Landlocked countries general develop more slowly than coastal nations. Why? 

• Small islands generally struggle to develop 
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• Tropical countries generally develop more slowly. Why? 

• Natural resources can spur economic growth 

Economic policies 

• Open economies with trade links have developed faster than those with closed 

economies 

• Fast growing countries tend to spend less in relation to their GDP 

• A strong government, law and a lack of corruption leads to stronger economic 

development 

Nigeria: 

Nigeria is classified as an LIDC. This is because it has a low GDP and limited jobs and 

services.  

Here are some facts about Nigeria: 

• In 2014 it became the world’s 21st biggest country in population size 

• It is predicted to have the world’s higher growth in GDP from 2010-2015. 

• Nigeria supplies the world with 2.7% of its oil. 

• It has developed a very diverse economy including financial services, 

telecommunications and the media. 

• It is the fifth largest contributor to the UN peacekeeping missions around the world. 

• Despite being a LIDC Nigeria is one of the fastest growing economies in Africa.  

• In 2014 it had the largest GDP in the continent 

• It has a population of 184 million- the highest in Africa. 
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• It has the highest farm output in Africa. 

• Nigeria could lead the way in Africa’s future development. 

• It has problems- corruption, poor infrastructure and power cuts. 

• Without Nigeria Africa would struggle to develop on its own. 

LIDC/AC vs EDC 

LIDC/AC 

• This subdivision of countries is based on the World Bank income classifications (GNI 

per capita), which in 2013 were Low Income $1,045 or below, and High Income 

$12,746 or above. 

EDC 

• Countries that have begun to experience high rates of economic development, 

usually with rapid industrialisation. They differ from LIDCs in that they no longer rely 

primarily on agriculture, have made gains in infrastructure and industrial growth, and 

are experiencing increasing incomes and high levels of investment. E.g. Brazil, Russia, 

China and South Africa (the so-called BRICS countries). 

Nigeria in the wider world: 

Nigeria and its economy  

• Industrial structure - The relative proportion of the workforce employed in different 

sectors of the economy (primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary). 

• Primary industries involve gathering raw materials from the Earth. 
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• Secondary industries involve making, building or processing raw materials into 

finished products, usually in factories. 

• Tertiary industries provide a service. 

• Quaternary industries do high-tech research to develop new things. 

Manufacturing in Nigeria: 

Why is Nigeria’s economy developing? 

• Rapid technological advancements 

• Greater environmental concerns 

• Large English speaking population 

• Investment in science and technology 

• IT driving the economy rather than oil 

• Increased use of telecommunication 

Aid to Nigeria: 

Effects of global recession 

• 2009 

• Economic recession affects wealthy countries. In turn affecting the countries with 

whom it trades or exchanges loans and debts 

– Aid will reduce in size and frequency. 

– Poor countries will receive less for exports 

– They will then be less likely to pay off debts 
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– Further debt or financial ruin for both MEDCs and LEDCs 

Loans and Aid 

• Loans are sums of money that at some time in the future have to be paid back with 

interest. 

• Aid is gifts of money, goods, food, machinery, technology and trained workers. The 

aims is to raise standards of living. 

• A country in need of funds for development projects can borrow money from other 

countries, world financial organisations (IMF, World Bank) or international banks. 

What is aid? 

• Developmental aid- this is long term aid given by charities, governments and 

multi-lateral organisations. It aims to improve quality of life by providing safe water, 

education or improvements in infrastructure such as roads and electricity supplies. 

• Emergency aid- this usually follows a natural disaster, war or conflicts.  Aid may 

take the form of food, water, medical supplies and shelter. 

 


