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Population 

Knowledge checklist 

Key ideas How secure is my 

knowledge? 

 

 

 

  

Population dynamics 
 

 Describe and give reasons for the rapid increase in the world’s 
population  

 Show an understanding of over-population and under-population 

 Understand the main causes of a change in population size  

 Give reasons for contrasting rates of natural population change 

 Describe and evaluate population policies 
 

Case studies 

 A country which is over-populated  

 A country which is under-populated  

 A country with a high rate of natural population growth  

 A country with a low rate of population growth (or population 
decline 

 

Additional 

 Causes and consequences of over-population and under-population 

 How birth rate, death rate and migration contribute to the 
population of a country increasing or declining Impacts of social, 
economic and other factors (including government policies, 
HIV/AIDS) on birth and death rates 

 

   

Migration 
 

 Explain and give reasons for population migration  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the impacts of migration 
 

Case study 

 An international migration 
 

Additional 

 Internal movements such as rural-urban migration, as well as 
international migrations, both voluntary and involuntary  

 Positive and negative impacts should be considered, on the 
destination and origin of the migrants, and the migrants themselves 

   

Population structure 
 

 Identify and give reasons for and implications of different types of 
population structure 
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Case study 

 A country with a high dependent population 
 

Additional  

 Age/sex pyramids of countries at different levels of economic 
development 

Population density and distribution 

 Describe the factors influencing the density and distribution of 
population 

Case studies 

 A densely populated country or area (at any scale from local to 
regional) 

 A sparsely populated country or area (at any scale from local to 
regional) 

Additional 

 Physical, economic, social and political factors 
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Introduction to population: 

Key words 

 Crude birth rate/death rate 

 Fertility/mortality rate 

 Natural increase 

 

Key terminology: 

1. Birth rate  

The annual number of births per 1,000 of total population. 

2. Death rate 

The annual number of deaths per 1,000 of total population. 

Often referred to as ‘crude rates’ as they do not take into account the population’s age 

structure 

3. Fertility rate  

Total Fertility Rate = average number of children born to each woman over the course of 

her life (independent of age – sex structure of the population) 

General Fertility Rate = number of births per 1000 women aged 15 to 45 

4. Dependency Ratio 

The ratio of economically active to economically inactive people within a population. 

5. Infant mortality rate 

The annual number of deaths of infants under age 1 per 1000 live births 

6. Life expectancy  

The number of years an individual is expected to live.  
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7. Migration 

Migration is the movement of people. It can involve a permanent or temporary movement 

and can be voluntary or as in the case of refugees forced.  

8. Natural Increase 

The difference between birth and death rates.  

9. Population distribution 

The way in which a population is spread over an area 

10.Population density  

The number of people per specified area 

Malthus vs Borserup: 

Overpopulation 

Too many people in an area relative to the number of resources and the level of 

technology available locally to maintain a high standard of living. 

 Therefore, with no change in the level of technology or resources a reduction in 

population would result in a rise in living standards.  

 As long as there is over population the quality of life will decline through 

unemployment, pollution, degradation of the environment. 

Characterised by:  

 Low per capita income 

 High unemployment 

 Under employment 

 Outward migration 
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Underpopulation 

Too few people in an area to use the resources efficiently for a given level of 

technology. 

 Therefore, if population were to increase, resources would be used more efficiently 

and living standards would increase for all people.  

 An increase in population would lead to an increase in quality of life. 

Characterised by: 

 High per capita incomes 

 Low unemployment 

 Inward migration 

Optimum population 

• The theoretical population which, working with all the available 

resources, will produce the highest standard of living for the people of 

that area. 

Carrying capacity 

• The maximum population that the resources of an area can support. 

The reality of achieving OPTIMUM population is difficult in practice because of 2 main 

reasons: 

• Population sizes are not static but DYNAMIC and grow or shrink over time. 

• Technology changes, allowing the exploitation of natural resources that might not 

have previously been available (e.g. technology has allowed us to farm increasing 

amounts of land in the UK that 200 years ago would have been inadequate for 

farming). 
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Malthus and Boserup 

Malthus (1766-1834): 

• population growth would be 

geometric  

- 1,2,4,8,16,32 

• Food production would be 

arithmetic 

- 1,2,3,4,5,6 

 

• Population would grow until food supply reached its limit 

• After this there would be poverty and famine 

However... 

• He recognised that fertile land could be made more productive.....BUT this would 

reach a point where ‘ the law of diminishing returns kicked in’  

• Farmers would therefore still reach maximum output. 

• He created ‘checks’ on population growth, so once numbers exceeded food supply 

the population would NEVER increase. 
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Isn’t this just really out of date? 

• The accelerated population growth in LEDC’s in1950s renewed Malthusian fears 

• Supporters now believe the day of reckoning has been delayed 

Club of Rome 

• Clubofrome.org 

• Pro-Malthusian ideas 

• wrote ‘The limits of population growth’ 

• Idea that growth limit will be reached in the next 100 years 

• Decline in population and industrial capacity by 2100 will result in: 

– Decline in food supply 

– Depleted resources 

– Increased DR 

– World population decline 
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However… 

• It doesn’t account for human dimension 

• Technological advances 

• Human responses to resource depletion etc 

• Malthus theory is 200 years old 

• There are still the Neo-Malthusian theories 

 

Boserup (1965) 

• Malthus theories had not occurred 

• Population growth had been a driving force for innovation and technology 

• Population growth provided incentives for increasing agricultural output 

improvement and change.  

• Human invention was a response to needs 

• ‘Necessity the mother of invention’ 

• Agreed that growing populations can exhaust resources, but people find substitutes. 
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Migration: 

 

Key words: 

• Internal 

• International 

• Immigration 

• Emigration 

• Out migration 

• Net migration 

• Destination origin 

• Push factor 

• Pull factor 

• Voluntary migration 

• Forced migration 

 

 

 



 

10 
 

 

• Push factors force people away from their current residence. 

• Pull factors attract people to a new destination. 

• Intervening obstacles are obstacles they need to overcome before migration. 

 

Push – pull factors 

 

• The model summarises the two sets of forces responsible for most migration. Push 

factors force people away from their current city and pull factors attract people to a 

new destination.  

• In the place where the person lives there will be reasons to stay and to leave. These 

are represented as + and – signs in the model. This is the same for the destination.   

- For example, a negative factor, which encourages you to leave, 

might be unemployment. A positive factor, one which encourages 

you to stay is your family.  

• A push factor might be high unemployment and poor housing and a pull factor might 

be a job and better living conditions  

• The push and pull factors do not always compliment each other, for example, some 

push factors may be environmental such as natural disasters.  

Intervening obstacles 

What obstacles might a migrant face? 

• Military service 

• Jobs 

• Bureaucracy 

• Language 
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• Travel costs 

• Politics 

• Mis-information 

• Religion 

• Illiteracy 

• Family pressures 

• Intervening obstacles may prevent migration from taking place, or may reduce 

the numbers moving. Distance may be such an obstacle, while social and 

economic factors may also act as obstacles.  

 

Types of push-pull factors 
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Migration 

• Few countries have restrictions on internal migration 

• In most countries you can freely move 

• Therefore, the constraint is distance and cost – this will be far greater in some 

countries than other. E.g Russia  

International migration 

• Internationally laws present a huge barrier 

Cost of migration is in 3 parts: 

1. “Closing up” at the point of origin. Selling your possession e.g house and other 

things that cannot be transported 

2. Cost of moving and journey time 

3. “Opening up” e.g. stamp duty on homes, legal fees, visas, getting a job etc.  

Barriers 

• In 1914 the USA had almost no migration laws. You could move to the USA as long 

as you were not “a prostitute, convict, lunatic or Chinese (introduced in 1882)” 

• After 1945 many European countries heavily encouraged migration to rebalance the 

population e.g. people from the Caribbean to the UK, Turkish guest workers to 

Germany 

• Since the 1970’s restrictions have tightened 

Migration data 

• Three main sources for collecting data 

1. Population census 

2. Population registers 

3. Social surveys 
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The Demographic Transition Model 

• The DTM describes a sequence of changes over a period of time in the relationship 

between birth and death rates and overall population change.  

• The model is based on population changes in several industrialised countries in 

western Europe and North America. 

• The model suggests that all countries will pass through similar demographic 

transition stages of population cycles.  

• There are 5 stages to the DTM 

Stage 1 (high fluctuating) 

- A period of high fluctuating birth and death rates (around 35 per 1000) which gives a 

small population growth. 

 Reasons: 

- Limited birth control and family planning 

- High infant mortality 

- Children are the source of future income 

- In some cultures children are the sign of fertility 

- Some religions encourage large families 

- High incidence of disease 

- Poor nutrition and famine 

- Poor levels of hygiene 
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- Little medical science including doctors, hospitals and drugs. 

Stage 2 (early expanding) 

- Birth rates remain high but death rates fall rapidly to about 20 per 1000 people giving 

a rapidly expanding population.  

Reasons: 

- Improved public health 

- Decrease in child mortality 

- Improved medical provision and vaccinations 

- Improvement in food production (better nutrition) 

- Improved transport to move food, doctors etc.  

Stage 3 (late expanding) 

- Birth rates fall rapidly to around 20 per 1000 people. Death rates continue to fall  

(15 per 1000 people) to give a slow increasing population.  

Reasons: 

- Changing socioeconomic reasons 

- Emancipation of women. Women now educated and having own careers and 

therefore having children later or not at all.  

- Preference for small families 

- Increased personal wealth and desire for material possessions.  

- Compulsory schooling makes children more expensive 
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- Low infant mortality rates 

- Availability of family planning 

- Availability of abortion 

Stage 4 (low fluctuating) 

- Low birth rates (16 per 1000) and low death rates (12 per 1000) which fluctuate 

slightly to give a steady population.  

- Population growth is small 

- Fertility dropping 

- More women in work force 

Stage 5 (decline) 

- Death rate slightly exceeds birth rate 

- Population declines 

Reasons 

- Emancipation of women in the labour market 

- Greater financial independence of women 

- Concerns of population growth and resources 

- Increase in same sex relationships 

- Rise in the concept of childlessness 

- Ageing population causes increased death rate 
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Uses of the DTM 

• The concept is universal 

• It can be used to predict how a population will change over time 

• It is easy to understand 

• Enables demographic comparisons between countries 

• It describes what has happen in the UK 

• USA and many other western countries have also been through the same stages 

• Some countries are going through it at the moment - Newly Industrialised Countries, 

like South Korea 

• Explains what has happened  

• Explains why it happened in that particular sequence 

Limitations 

Like all models the DTM has its limitations: 

• There is now a need for a stage 5 as in some countries population are declining.  

• The model is Eurocentric and assumes all countries will pass through all 4 stages. 

• Some countries may never reach industrialisation.  

• Stage 2 of the model assume death rates fall due to industrialisation.  However, in 

the UK during stage 2, death rates rose due to insanitary conditions which arose due 

to rapid growth and it only fell after advances in medicine.  

• The fall in birth rate in stage 3 has been less rapid due to political or religious 

opposition to birth control. Whereas in some countries the fall was more rapid due 

to government policies (China).  
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• The timescale in some South-east Asian countries is being squashed as they are 

developing at a much faster rate than the early industrialised countries did.  

HICs and LICs have gone through population change in a number of different ways 

LICs have generally…… 

 

• Had higher birth rates in stages 1 and 2 

• Had steeper falls in death rates  

• Larger population bases in stages 2 and 3 due to higher populations in stage 1 

and therefore the fall in fertility has been greater. 

• There has been a weaker relationship between population change and economic 

development 

One Child policy: 

China 

• The People’s Republic of China was formed in 1949.  At the time, its population was 

550 million. People were encouraged to have children as they believed this gave 

them power, and the population more than doubled to 1.2 billion by 2000.  

• Today its population is 1.375 billion 

Why was the policy needed? 

• The Chinese Government wanted to modernise its agricultural economy and 

underwent the Great Leap Forward in 1958 driven by (Chairman) Mao Zedong. 

• There was collectivisation of farms and increased industrialisation. 

• These reforms contributed to a famine between 1959-61 which killed 35 million 

people. 
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• A baby boom followed this famine and the Chinese Government realised it had to 

control population if it were to feed all its people in the future.  

• In 1979 it introduced the One Child policy. 

• China was able to achieve this policy as it was a Communist state with a great deal 

of control over its population. 

Environmental  

• Environmental degradation – depletion of resources and destruction of ecosystems  

• Desertification - Kalahari within Botswana 

• Deforestation -  Amazon rainforest  

• Loss of biodiversity 

• Pollution – e.g. erosion, water pollution  

• Use of fertilizers on crops which pollute water systems 

Socio-economic 

• Poverty 

• Overcrowding (shanty towns) 

• Lack of services 

• Rapid urbanisation = poor planning 

• Food and water shortages 

• Refugees due to political instability 
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Political 

• Difficulty planning growth 

• High rates of unemployment as lots of young people entering workforce.   

• Poor family welfare 

• Lack of expanding economy and industrialisation and therefore results in lack of 

services – education, hospitals. 

• Migration  

Anti-natalist policies were introduced: 

• The ‘One Child’ Policy was introduced on 1st January 1979. 

• Age limits and certificates reducing marriages 

• Free birth control / family planning advice 

•  Cash bonuses, improved housing and free education/ medical care if couples limited 

themselves to 1 child 

•  Anyone having more than 1 child would lose all these benefits and also face financial 

penalties 

• Advertising with slogans such as “raise fewer babies but more piggies” and “one 

more baby means one more tomb” 
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Main consequences 

• Infanticide of baby girls. 

• Ageing population 

• Shortage of women 

Infanticide 

• Many poorer Chinese families want male children 

• Infanticide is the killing of children, before or after birth, usually of girls. There are 

now 37 million more men at marriage age than women 

Little Emperor 

• Spoilt 

• Highly educated 

• ‘less altruistic and trusting, more timid, less competitive, more pessimistic and less 

conscientious than the Chinese who were born just before the policy’ 

• Lots of pressure on them to succeed 

4-2-1 family 

• Only children under the 1 child policy face the 4-2-1 problem 

• When the child reaches working age they will probably have 2 parents and 4 

grandparents – many of which they will have to support 
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Mis-balanced population 

•  China is faced with a large aging population with a far lower youthful population 

What problems does this cause? 

• Huge tax burden for the young 

• Youth are difficult to motivate 

Causes of migration: 

Key words: 

 Assimilation  

 Intervening obstacles 

 Origin intervening 

 Obstacles-destination  

Main reasons people migrate 

• Forced e.g. war, natural disasters 

• Voluntary e.g. higher salaries, lifestyle  

• Return e.g. earned enough money to return home 

Peterson Migration Theory (1958) 

Five migratory types (all ideas are innovating o conservative) 

• Primitive 

• Forced 

• Impelled 



 

22 
 

• Free 

• Mass 

Suggested 4 reasons to influence the desire to migrate: 

1. Those associated with the place of origin 

2. Those associated with the place of destination 

3. Intervening obstacles 

4. Personal factors moderate to 1, 2 and 3  

Place of origin and place of destination will both have positive and negative factors 

• Whether these factors are positive or negative will vary from person to person e.g. 

hot weather is good for one person, bad for another 

• This will also change through life 

The Todaro Model – Cost benefit approach 

• Post 1950 huge move from rural to urban areas in LICs 

• For many this was swapping rural poverty for urban poverty (slums!) 

• This was caused by false perception In the media 

• Most people were ware that in the short term they would not be better off but 

hoped long term they would 

Stark’s new economic of migration 

• Stark – the “new economist of migration” 

• Extended Todaro’s model 
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• Stark argued that there was a lack of focus on institutions  

• Stark seem migration as economic diversification i.e. migrating and a family you can 

share resources and balance risk 

• Many families will invest in education for 1 family member – usually the 1st born son 

Stouffer’s law of intervening opportunity (1960’s) 

Stouffer argued that migration had more to do with the opportunities in each location 

rather than distance and people.  

• The amount of migration over a given distance is directly linked to proportional to the 

number of opportunities at the destination 

• Intervening opportunities might persuade a migrant to settle somewhere on route 

rather than proceed with the original plan.  

Marxist/structuralist theory 

• Marxist’s suggested that labour migration was an inevitable transition to capitalism 

• Migration is seen as a survival option 

• Structuralist theory looks at the advantage of migrant labour for capitalist production 

• Migrant labour can be used by companies to bargain wages against locals as many 

migrants will work for less 

• Many HICs manipulate LIC migrants at the LIC countries expense 
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Refugees: 

Voluntary migration 

• Huge global issue 

• Few if any countries in favour of large scale migration 

• Two types of voluntary migration  

– Independent (decision made alone) 

– Dependent (decision made as a family) 

Voluntary migration today 

• Today 3% of the world live outside of their country of birth (approx. 213 million 

people, this is the highest number ever) 

Why 3% live elsewhere 

• International student mobility 

• International companies labour exchange  

• New streams of migration e.g. freedom of movement in EU 

• Increase in female migrants e.g. female contract workers from Indonesia and 

Thailand 

• Movement of people from weak to strong economies 

• Reduction in human trafficking  
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Globalisation 

• People have awareness of opportunities in other countries 

• Advanced transportation and technology  

• Reduction in cost of the above 

Forced migration 

• 17th-18th century 15 million people sold in slavery  

• War 

– Sophistication of warfare 

– Weapons available at cheap prices that allow large sections of the population 

to be armed 

– Ethnic cleansing 
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Socio-economic migration 

• Large rise in temporary and permanent worker movement 

• Only major HIC without an influx of migrants is Japan 

Cultural migration 

• Migration can significantly shape the culture of a country, maybe none more so that 

the USA, Australia and New Zealand 

• In the UK Afro-Caribbean and Asian cultures have had a large impact 

• In most countries the cultural make up of rural and urban areas is very different 

Modern examples 

• EU migration of Polish to UK from 2004 

• Examples such as this can lead to the opening of shops that sell native produce, 

churches in the countries language  

• This has led to many school in the UK having a wide variety of home spoken 

languages – this can be demanding for education authorities 

Political tension 

• High levels of global tension 

• Typically immigrant groups will live in communities together 

• Mexico-USA boarder patrols currently cost $3 billion. Building a wall will be far 

more costly 

• A favourable attitude towards international migration is know as “the pro 

immigration agenda of developed nations” 
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Ageing population: 

Regional Variations in the UK 

• Age 

• Gender 

• Wealth 

• Occupation 

• Education 

Wealth 

• Each year, the Government publishes a survey of income poverty in the UK called 

Households Below Average income (HBAI). 

• This survey sets the poverty line in the UK at 60 per cent of the median UK 

household income.  

• In other words, if a household’s income is less than 60 per cent of this average, HBAI 

considers them to be living in poverty 

• There are 3.6 million children living in poverty in the UK today. That’s 27 per 

cent of children, or more than one in four 

• People are poor for many reasons. But explanations which put poverty down to 

drug and alcohol dependency, family breakdown, poor parenting, or a 

culture of worklessness are not supported by the facts 
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• Work does not provide a guaranteed route out of poverty in the UK. Almost two-

thirds (62 per cent) of children growing up in poverty live in a household where at 

least one member works 

• Child poverty has long-lasting effects. By 16, children receiving free school 

meals achieve 1.7 grades lower at GCSE than their wealthier peers. Leaving 

school with fewer qualifications translates into lower earnings over the course of a 

working life 

Gender 

• Women live longer but are twice as likely to have a higher morbidity due to chronic 

illness (arthritis) 

• Develop CHD later than men 

• Men more likely to smoke and drink 

• Women take better care of their health 

Education 

• Better educated = healthier lifestyle 

– why? 

– Money! 

• 2015, 18.8% of working age in NE had no qualifications. Compared to 

10.7% of working age population in the SW.  
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Occupation 

• Those in manual jobs are 3 times more likely to suffer from poor health than those 

in non-manual jobs.  

• More manual jobs in the North 

• Those in non-manual more likely to suffer from stress and mental health problems. 

– London has highest reported cases of stress 

Environment and pollution 

• Big cities 

– More pollution 

– Poor health 

– London has high rates of respiratory disease due to poor air quality 

• Hard water vs soft water 

• Areas with natural radiation 
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Population structure: 

Projected population, UK 2001-2071 

 

What are population pyramids? 

• A graph which shows the number of males and females in five year age group bands 

in a particular year.   

• They provide a snap shot of a population for 1 period of time (usually a year).  

• Provide a good comparison of a country or a regions population structure from 

different years. 

• Population pyramids, unlike the DTM, includes immigration figures. 
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Characteristics of population pyramids 

• Formed of 2 graphs, 1 for males and 1 for females. 

• Show age groups 5 years apart. 

• The shape of the pyramid can be used to get information on birth and death rates. 

• Population pyramids show long-term trends and the differences between developing 

and developed countries. Distinct bulges also indicate events such as war, natural 

disasters, famine, epidemics, government policies and migration. 

• Usually looks at percentage of males and female in each cohort but sometimes 

absolute numbers can be used.  

• They are useful as they can provide us with a lot of information about a population in 

1 image. 

Dependency ratio =  

The answer is the number of children and elderly who depend on 100 adults.  

• Economically active are those people who pay taxes and help to support the young 

and the elderly 

• A high dependency ratio means there are less people in jobs making money and 

paying taxes to provide for those too young or too old to work.  

• LICs tend to have high dependency ratios 

• HICs tend to have low dependency ratios 

• The analysis of dependency ratios has implications for planning in education and 

health and in calculating the tax burden. Young dependents will need money spent 
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on education, whereas old dependents may need more expensive health services 

especially as people are living longer and medical advances are increasingly costly. 

• The triangular (pyramid) shape of the graph is typical of a population with high 

birth and death rates - there are many more young people than older people.  

• Total Fertility Rate - the average number of children that would be born to a woman 

over her lifetime - was around 2.8, much higher than it is today. 

• Infant Mortality Rate - Out of every 1,000 babies born in 1911, 130 died 

before reaching their first birthday. About one death in every four in the whole 

population was of an infant before its first birthday. 

• Life was short compared to today and infectious diseases were the main cause of 

death. Life expectancy at birth in 1911 was 49 years for men and 53 years for 

women. 

• The graph also shows higher numbers at ages ending in zero (30, 40, 50, 60, etc). 

This is known as ‘age heaping’ and occurs where age rather than date of birth is 

collected and people report rounded ages. 

• The effects of events from the early part of the last century, including World War I 

and the 1918-21 influenza pandemic, are diminishing as many of the affected people 

are now deceased.  

• Post World War II baby boom, the 1960s baby boom and lower numbers of births 

in the 1970s are still clearly visible. 

• From 2001 to 2011 there were high levels of net inward migration, reflected in 

the widening of the graph at younger working ages.  Reason for this? 
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• The graph is now widening. This indicates a period with an increasing number of 

births, which was driven by the immigration of women of childbearing age (15-44) 

into England and Wales and rising fertility among UK-born women. 

• Life expectancy at birth in 2011 stood at 79 years for men and 83 years for women. 

Infant mortality was the lowest recorded at 4 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

Political 

• Linked to laws of the UK 

– E.g. the legal age of marriage, birth control policies, maternity leave and 

child care, legislation making meaning minors cannot work and the change 

in the school leaving age. 

• What influence have political factors had? 

• Limited -   as families are helped with tax allowances and maternity allowances, 

abortion is available on the national health. People do not need large families 

to look after them. 

Social 

• Rise in birth rate after 2nd world war due to social factors –why? 

• Birth rate has decreased overall due to the raising of the school leaving age from 11 

at the beginning of the century to 16 by 2000, making children more of a burden.  

• Infant mortality has declined  

• Families more nuclear as grandparents cannot be relied on to look after 

grandchildren.  
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• Rise in birth rate after 2nd world war due to social factors –why? 

• Birth rate has decreased overall due to the raising of the school leaving age from 11 

at the beginning of the century to 16 by 2000, making children more of a burden.  

• Infant mortality has declined – why? 

• Families more nuclear as grandparents cannot be relied on to look after 

grandchildren.  

Youthful population: 

• A youthful population occurs when the median age of a country decreases, often 

a result of a increasing birth rate and a stable but high death rate. 

• The population pyramid of a youthful population has a wide base. caused by high 

birth rate. 
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Dense vs Sparse population: 

Physical Geography 

• Landlocked countries general develop more slowly than coastal nations.  

• Small islands generally struggle to develop 

• Tropical countries generally develop more slowly.  

• Natural resources can spur economic growth 

Economic policies 

• Open economies with trade links have developed faster than those with closed 

economies 

• Fast growing countries tend to spend less in relation to their GDP 

• A strong government, law and a lack of corruption leads to stronger economic 

development 

HDI 

Seen as the best measure of overall development 

1. Life expectancy at birth 

2. Mean years of schooling for adults aged 25 years 

3. Expected years if schooling for children of school entering age 

4. GNI per person (PPP) 
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IMR 

• The infant mortality rate (IMR) is the number of deaths of infants under one 

year old per 1,000 live births. This rate is often used as an indicator of the level of 

health in a country. The infant mortality rateof the world is 49.4 according to the 

United Nations and 42.09 according to the CIA World Factbook. 

Population density 

• Population density is the spread of people across a given area. Places are either 

described as ‘sparsely’ or ‘densely’ populated. 

• Sparse describes a place that has a population that is thinly distributed over an area 

of 1km² 

• Dense describes a place that has a population that is tightly compacted over an area 

of 1km² 

 

 

 

 

 


