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Urban Issues and Challenges 

Knowledge checklist 

Key ideas How secure is my 

knowledge? 

  . 

 

 

Urban Population Growth 

• Definition of urbanisation and causes of population growth in urban 

areas. 

• Urban trends in different parts of the world- HIC and LIC. 

• Factors affecting the rate of urbanisations include migration and natural 

increase. Key ideas include push and pull factors. 

• Definition of mega cities and different types; slow growing, growing and 

rapid growing. Know examples and locations for each type of 

megacities. 

• Case study of Rio de Janeiro: 

- Location, importance regionally, nationally and internationally.  

- You need to understand causes of growth and opportunities it has 

created (social and economic) as well as the challenges (social, 

economic and environmental) of urban growth in Rio.  

- In addition, how has Rio tried to manage urban growth eg. slums 

and traffic. 

   

Urban Change in the UK 

• Distribution of population in the UK and knowledge of the major cities 

around the UK, for example London, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, 

Bradford, Liverpool, Southampton, Newcastle, Nottingham, Sheffield, 

Bristol, Belfast, Cardiff, Wakefield, Coventry, Leicester, Edinburgh. 

• How might the distribution of UK population change? 

• Case study of Bristol: 

- To show the location and importance of the city in the UK and the 

wider world and how migration is affecting Bristol.  

- How urban change in Bristol has created social and economic 

opportunities for example cultural mix, recreation and 

entertainment, employment and transportation.  

- Industrial change in Bristol eg growth of high-tech industries.  

- Environmental impact, challenges and greening, of urban growth in 

Bristol. 

- Social, economic and environmental challenges of urban growth eg 

housing, education, health, waste, urban sprawl. 

- An example of regeneration project in Bristol: The Temple Quarter. 

This needs to include reasons and strategies for regeneration as well 

as an assessment of the success of the project. 

   

Sustainable Urban Development 

• Definition of sustainability and features of sustainable urban living eg 

water and energy conservation, waste recycling and creating green 

spaces. 

• Urban sustainability requires management of resources and transport. 

• A case study of Freiburg in Germany- how they have planned for 

economically, socially and environmentally sustainable city. 
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- Water supply in Freiburg eg collecting rainwater and drainage 

wetlands. 

- Energy supply in Freiburg eg energy saving and efficient technology. 

- Provision of green spaces in Freiburg eg the city’s ‘green lungs’ to 

help with air quality. 

- Traffic management strategies in Freiburg eg cycle paths, parking 

restrictions and a tram. 

• Plus examples of traffic management elsewhere in the work eg in 

Singapore and Beijing. 
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Section 1      

The Urban World  

• Urbanisation is the process by which an increasing percentage of a country's 

population comes to live in towns and cities. This means that urbanisation deals with 

proportions. Rapid urbanisation is a feature of many LICs and NEEs. 

• Megacity – a city with over 10 million people living there. 

• World City – a city that has influence all over the world. World cities are centres 

for trade and business and they are also cultural and science hubs. 

• Millionaire Cities – a city with over 1 million people. 

• Urbanisation represents the demographic transition or change from rural areas to 

urban areas. 

• It is defined as “the increasing proportion of people that live in towns and cities”. 

• In 2010 a key date was passed, the World’s urban population passed 50% for the 

first time in history. 

• The World Health Organisation of the UN estimate that “By 2030, 6 out of every 10 

people will live in a city, and by 2050, this proportion will increase to 7 out of 10 

people”. 
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• Urbanisation has occurred at different times for different continents and at different 

rates (speeds).  

• The most urbanised places on planet Earth are the most economically developed, 

with North America, Europe and Oceania all displaying high percentages of 

urbanisation and all starting with high levels after 1950 (all over 50%). 

• These have all continued to urbanise, but rates have slowed down as these areas 

approach their peak for urbanisation.  

• The UK line on the graph is a good country example of this pattern.  

• Asia contains many NICs such as India, and China, and Asian Tigers such as Malaysia, 

Thailand and South Korea. These areas have had a phenomenal rise in urbanisation 

from 18% to 45% in 2011, and are predicted to continue to do so.  

• These changes go hand in hand with rapid industrialisation (as seen in China’s special 

enterprise zones) and changes in agriculture in those countries. 

• Africa is a more complex case, and some countries are urbanising whilst 

industrialising, whilst others are urbanising based on the exportation of primary 

resources. 

Megacities 

What is a city? 

‘…the point of maximum concentration for the power and culture of a community’ 

‘The form and symbol of an integrated social relationship…’ 

‘social division of labour, which serves not merely the economic life but the cultural 

process…’ 

At a global scale rapid urbanisation has occurred over the last 50 years. 

Almost 50% of the world’s population lives in towns and cities and 19% lives in cities of 

more than 1 million people. 
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• Migration is the movement of population from one area to another.  Some 

migrations are forced, voluntary, permanent and temporary, International and 

regional. In  LICs a lot of migration is rural to urban.  

• Rural to urban migration is the movement of people from countryside to city areas. 

Rio De Janiero 

• It is located on the Atlantic coast and until 1960 it was the countries capital city - 

now Brasilla. 

• It is a UNESCO world heritage site and hosted the 2014 World Cup Final and the 

2016 Olympic Games. 

• It is a global city due to its industrial and financial importance. 

• 2nd largest city in Brazil. 

• Population (approx.) 6.5 million. 

• Surrounding area population 12.5 million (London = 8 million). 
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• It has swelled in size in the last 50 years due to migrants from rural Brazil and South 

America. 

Social Challenges in Rio De Janeiro 

 

• Health, water supply, education and energy access greatly vary across the city 

causing inequalities. 

Health 

• Only 55% of the city have access to a local family healthcare clinic. 

• Average life expectancy is just 63 years old. 

• Infant mortality rate is 19 per 1000. 

Solutions 

• Some areas of the city are very crowded and access to areas of the city is difficult. 

• In one area a cable car has been made so people can move around more quickly and 

therefore access emergency medical care. 

Water supply 

• 12% of Rio’s population do not have access to clean water. 

• 37% of water is lost in the city through leaky pipes, fraud and illegal activity. 
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Solutions 

• Improve the pipe system. 

• Improve access to water in favelas. 

• New water treatment plants. 

Education 

• Education is only compulsory 6-14 years old. 

• But only half of children make it to 14 years old and still in education. 

• There is a shortage of nearby schools. 

• A lack of money to pay for schools and teachers. 

• Poor training for teachers. 

Solutions 

• Young people encouraged to volunteer in schools. 

• Poor families given grants to keep their children in school. 

• Private University open in the favela. 

Energy access 

• The whole city suffers from frequent blackouts. 

• The Olympics and World Cup have put even more pressure on the city. 

• Many people tap electricity in the city illegally – this is risky and unsafe. 

Solutions 

• Energy improved. 

• 60km of new power lines. 

• New nuclear generator. 

• Hydro electric power system feeding the city. 
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Favelas 

A "favela" is an illegal occupation of a terrain in large cities, where dwellers often have to 

live without any basic infrastructure, such as water, sewage, electricity, garbage collection, 

mail, etc. 

• The key feature is that the dwellings have no legal tenure – which conveys with it the 

legal right to occupy land – and are often constructed by the residents themselves.  

• Typically the materials used are of an impermanent nature (corrugated iron, plastic 

sheeting) and the accommodation itself is built to a simple plan.  

• While this is an indication of the poverty of the shanty residents, it is also a rational 

response to the precarious nature of their existence in the city – they can be, and 

often are, forcibly moved on from location to location. 

Rocinha 

• This is Brazils biggest favela with a population of 75 000 officially but estimates but 

the figure at almost 3 times higher. 

• It is built on a steep hill side overlooking mnay wealthy areas. 

• The area was improved in the build up to the world cup resulting in 90% of houses 

being made of brick, wider access to energy as well as schools and medical care. 

Improving Rio De Janeiro for the poorest 

The many problems of Rio 

• 40% of people live in favelas – many on hills prone to landslide. 

• Lots of traffic causes smog – est. 5000 deaths per year. 

• Huge levels of social inequality lead to crime – meaning more people want to travel 

by car. 

• The mountains surround the city limit building. 

• The growing city is creating more waste. 
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Daily journeys in Rio De Janeiro 

Percentage of journeys made Mode of transport 

2% Cycle/foot 

3% Rail 

5% Metro/tram 

60% Car 

30% Bus 

 

• Until 1980 Rio did not acknowledge the existence of favelas. 

• Since the World Cup and Olympics housing and funding has improved, but some 

people have been forced to move and the taxes have gone up for the other city 

dwellers. 

• In total about 4000 people have lost their homes for the Olympics and World Cup 

to make way for buildings and roads but some news houses have been built in other 

areas. 

• The cable care gives better access to the city for favela residents and give 1 free 

journey. 

• The UPP (Pacifying Police Unit) has reduced crime. 

• The long term impact is not clear – buildings will not be maintained and many 

residents still lack basis skills and knowledge. 

• The price of rent in favelas has risen dramatically making some of the poorest even 

worse off. 
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Section 2       

The UK 

Top Cities 

1. London – 7.1 million people 

2. Birmingham – 1.1 million people 

3. Leeds – 725,000 people 

4. Glasgow - 616,000 people 

5. Sheffield – 530,000 

• 82% of the British population live in urban areas. 

• 61 million people live in the UK (1 in 4 of these people live in London and SE England). 

• 54 million of those live in England (Scotland 5.3m, Wales 3.1m and NI 1.8m). 

• Australia is 31 times larger than the UK, and has only 20 million people. 

 

• Distribution - the way in which something is spread over an area. 

• Population Density is a measurement of the number of people in an area. It is calculated 

by dividing the number of people by the area. Population density is usually shown as the 

number of people per square kilometre.  

• Places which are sparsely populated contain few people. Places which are densely 

populated contain many people. 
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Section 3     

Bristol 

• South West England. 

• Population approx. 449,300 (2017). 

• 8th largest city in the UK. 

• Most populous city in the South of England after London. 

History 

• The rebuilding of Bristol city centre was characterised by 1960s and 1970s 

skyscrapers, mid-century modern architecture and road improvements. Beginning in 

the 1980s some main roads were closed, the Georgian-era Queen Square and 

Portland Square were restored, the Broadmead shopping area regenerated, and one 

of the city centre's tallest mid-century towers was demolished. 

Roads 

• Bristol's road infrastructure changed dramatically during the 1960s and 1970s with 

the development of the M4 and M5 motorways, which meet at the Almondsbury 

Interchange just north of the city and link Bristol with London (M4 eastbound), 

Swansea (M4 westbound across the Severn Estuary), Exeter (M5 southbound) and 

Birmingham (M5 northbound). 

Railways 

• Bristol has two principal railway stations. Bristol Temple Meads (near the city 

centre) has First Great Western service which includes high-speed trains to London 

Paddington station and local, regional and CrossCountry trains. Bristol Parkway, 

north of the city centre, has high-speed First Great Western service to Swansea, 

Cardiff Central and London Paddington and CrossCountry service to Birmingham 

and the North East. 

Economy 

• Bristol is one of the eight largest regional English cities that make up the Core Cities 

Group, and is ranked as a gamma world city by the Globalization and World Cities 
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Research Network, the fourth highest ranked English city. In 2014 Bristol's gross 

domestic product was £30.502 billion. 

• Its per capita GDP was £46,000 ($65,106, €57,794), which was some 65% above the 

national average, the third highest of any English city (after London and Nottingham) 

and the sixth highest of any city in the United Kingdom (behind London, Edinburgh, 

Glasgow, Belfast and Nottingham). Bristol's March 2007 unemployment rate was 

4.8%, compared with four percent for South West England and the national average 

of 5.5%. 

Sports 

• Bristol has teams representing all the major national sports. Bristol City and Bristol 

Rovers are the city's main football clubs. Bristol Rugby (Rugby Union) and 

Gloucestershire County Cricket Club are also based in the city. 

Education 

• Bristol has two major institutions of higher education: the University of Bristol, a 

"redbrick" chartered in 1909, and its main building opened in 1925. A polytechnic 

university opened in 1969, giving the city a second institute of higher education 

which became the University of the West of England in 1992. 

How can urban change create social opportunities? 

Why is change occurring in Bristol? 

• Rapid population growth. 

• Increase in ethnic diversity. 

• More people under 16 than over 65. 

• New rail line allows travel to London in 70 minutes. 

• Over 2 million people within 50km of the city. 

• New motorway, road, rail and air network in place. 
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How can urban change effect Bristol’s environment? 

Urban greening 

• This is turning wasteland and unused areas into parks and gardens. 

Transport 

• Bristol has a higher percentage of people who walk and cycle to work than any UK 

city (57%). 

• Large parts of the city have been pedestrianized. 

• Cycle lanes have been installed. 

• Bus lanes have been added to roads. 

• The train stations have been improve. 

Integrated Transport System (ITS) 

 

Sustainable energy 

• Areas of the city are now using sustainable energy such as wind and solar power. 

• Cars and buses are being moved towards hybrid energy. 
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European Green Capital 2015 

• In 2015 Bristol was the European Green Capital. 

Green City 

• Why? 

• Better for the environment. 

• More investment. 

• Create jobs. 

• Reduce poverty. 

• Attract new people. 

• Improve health. 

Environmental challenges and change in Bristol 

Derelict buildings 

• Many of Bristol's factories and industries have been abandoned due to lack of use 

and outsourcing of manufacturing. 

Urban sprawl 

• Demand for houses has led to new housing being built to the rural urban fringe. 

• Huge population growth. 

• WWII 3200 homes destroyed in bombing. 

• In 1955 43 families a week were moving to new homes in estates such as Hartcliffe. 

• Many new homes owned by the council. 

• Urban sprawl has greatly extended the north west part of the city. 
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Waste in Bristol 

• Bristol produces 23% less waste than the UK average. 

• However, it is one of the worst cities in the UK for food waste. 

• Bristol is aiming to reduce household waste by 15% and increase recycling by 50%. 

Social inequality in Bristol  

• This is the range of factors that effect peoples lives. 

• It includes housing, education and health. 

• Like most UK cities Bristol has huge social inequalities. 

• In some areas there are high levels of social deprevation. 

Regional Variations in the UK 

• Age 

• Gender 

• Wealth 

• Occupation 

• Education 
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Wealth 

• Each year, the Government publishes a survey of income poverty in the UK called 

Households Below Average income (HBAI). 

• This survey sets the poverty line in the UK at 60 per cent of the median UK 

household income.  

• In other words, if a household’s income is less than 60 per cent of this average, HBAI 

considers them to be living in poverty. 

• There are 3.6 million children living in poverty in the UK today. That’s 27 per cent of 

children, or more than one in four. 

• People are poor for many reasons. But explanations which put poverty down to drug 

and alcohol dependency, family breakdown, poor parenting, or a culture of 

worklessness are not supported by the facts. 

• Work does not provide a guaranteed route out of poverty in the UK. Almost two-

thirds (62 per cent) of children growing up in poverty live in a household where at 

least one member works. 

• Child poverty has long-lasting effects. By 16, children receiving free school meals 

achieve 1.7 grades lower at GCSE than their wealthier peers. Leaving school with 

fewer qualifications translates into lower earnings over the course of a working life. 
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Filwood Stoke Bishop 

South Bristol, high level of people living in 

council housing 

North Bristol, very affluent suburb 

includes many millionaires  

Over 1300 crimes per year 81% of all housing owner occupied 

62% of people feel unsafe going out at 

night 

Less than 4% of children living in poverty 

In 2013 only 36% of pupils gained 5 good 

GCSEs at A*-C 

Less than 300 crimes per year 

Life expectancy 78 years – rest of Bristol 

80 years 

Life expectancy is 83 years old 

One third of 16-24 year olds are 

unemployed 

Only 3% of population unemployed 

Higher than average deaths from cancer Over 50% of the population has a degree 

 

New housing for Bristol 

Brownfield site 

• Brownfield site – An area of land that has already been built on and has become 

derelict or unused e.g. The old area of the Olympic park. 

• The government encourages people to build on these sites. 

Greenfield site 

• Greenfield site – An area that has never been built on. The government heavily 

protects these areas.  
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Bristol rural urban fringe 

• Urban sprawl is causing Bristol and Bath to merge. 

• Lots of local opposition to building on greenbelt land. 

• However, national shortage of housing has encouraged building on greenfield sites. 
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Section 4     

Manchester 

A major UK city 

• 514,000 people live in Manchester and 2.5 million within Greater Manchester – 

making it the UK’s largest wider urban area after London. 

• It is one of the UK’s 10 core cities. 

• It formed as a settlement in 79AD and was one of the biggest textile manufactures in 

the world during the industrial revolution. 

Education 

• It has 3 Universities in the City center, University of Manchester, Manchester 

Metropolitan University and the Royal Northern College of music – Oxford Road 

houses over 75,000 students making it the biggest University hub in Europe. 

Sport 

• Home to Manchester United and Manchester City. 

• It hosted the 2002 Commonwealth Games and the Champions League final as 

recently as 2003. 

• Approx. 1.7 million people visit Manchester every year. 

An international City 

• 36 km canal linking the City to the sea, allowing for trade. 

• 2nd largest urban population in the UK. 

• The Globalization and world cities network rank it as the second most significant 

city in the UK behind London. 

• Its train stations are the 4th busiest in the UK. 

• Over 19 million passengers per year use Manchester airport. 
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How can urban change create social opportunities? 

Migration 

• Manchester’s population is over 510,000. 

• Its population has grow 20% since 2001. 

• Since the 2001 census, the proportion of Christians in Manchester has decreased by 

22% from 62.4% to 48.7%. The proportion of people with no religious affiliation 

increased by 58.1% from 16% to 25.3%, whilst the proportion of Muslims increased 

by 73.6% from 9.1% to 15.8%. 

Ethnic make up Percentage of population 

White British 60% 

White other  8% 

Asian 17% 

Caribbean  5% 

African 7% 

Arab 2% 

Other  1% 
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Manchester is changing 

• Gentrification, at its simplest, is the conversion of previously working class, inner-city 

districts into areas of middle class residence. 

• 37% of shops have closed in the past 20 years closed. 

• On Saturday 15 June 1996, a 3,300lb bomb exploded in Manchester City Centre 

injuring 220 people and causing immense physical, social and economic damage.  

• It threatened the livelihoods of hundreds of people and the future of many 

businesses, destroyed buildings and dealt a severe blow to the economic base of the 

heart of the region.  

• Within weeks, the Government and the City Council had established a public and 

private sector Task Force - Manchester Millennium Ltd - to develop and manage 

a recovery strategy. 

Leisure Facilities 

• Printworks 

– Mulit-screen IMAX cinema 

– Bars 

– Clubs 

– Hard Rock Cafe 

Landscaping 

• Piccadilly Gardens and Exchange Square – used for public screening events. 

• Shambles square. 

• Two of the city centre’s oldest building; The Old Wellington Inn and Sinclair’s 

Oyster Bar were dismantled, moved 300 yards and re-erected in 1999 to create 

Shambles Square.  

Special events 

• Christmas market. 
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• Spinningfields ice rink – Spinningfields is a large business, retail and residential 

development in the western part of the city centre, quoted as fast becoming the 

‘Canary Wharf of the North’. 

Success 

• Unemployment fell from 32% to 6% in 10 years. 

• City continues to grow in significance . 

• Approx. 1.7 million people visit Manchester every year. 

2002 Commonwealth Games 

• In 2002 Manchester hosted the Commonwealth games. 

• The Commonwealth games are like the Olympics but includes only 71 nations. 

Urban change and economic opportunities in Manchester 

CBD 

• The central business districts of cities all over the UK have had to change to adapt to 

new markets. 
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Improving CBDs aside from retail 

• Wider range of leisure facilities. 

E.g. St Peter’s Square Nottingham. 

• Promoting street entertainment. 

E.g. Covent Garden. 

• Developing nightlife. 

E.g. Manchester, Leeds. 

• Theme areas. 

E.g. Soho. 

• Flagship Attractions. 

E.g. Bradford Media Museum, Leeds Royal Armoury. 

• Constructing new offices, apartments, hotels etc. 

• Encouraging residential activity. 

E.g. Bristol. 

Retail Patterns and Factors 
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Traditionally 

– Easy access / local. 

– Buy bread, milk etc. on a daily basis. 

– Willing to travel to shops for goods with a higher value. 

• Local needs – corner shops. 

• Higher value goods – CBD (bus/car). 

Pattern of Retail  

1970s  

• Supermarkets and superstores develop. Selling food and non food items. 

• Led to hypermarkets selling electrical goods and clothing. 

• PRIVATE CAR – major influence. 

1980s 

• DIY outlets (B&Q) on outskirts of towns – easy access to main roads. 

1990s 

• Out of town shopping centres. 

• Periphery of city and close to motorways. 

• Often have own motorway junction. 

• Meadowhall, Bluewater, Lakeside to name a few. 

21st Century 

• E-commerce and e-tailers growing. 

• Home shopping using TV and internet. 
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Out of Town Shopping Centres 

Manchester – The Trafford Centre 

• Redevelopment of/ or clearance of cheap farmland or a brownfield site. 

• Creation of extensive car parks 

• Construction of a link road to motorway or ring roads. 

• Development of other transport interchange facilities. 

• Construction of linked entertainment facilities. 

• "Take 100 acres of suitable flat land. Surround it with 500 000 consumers who have 

no access to other commercial developments. Prepare the site and cover the centre 

with 10 million square feet of building. Fill with the best merchandisers selling quality 

products at a low price. Decorate with 10 000 parking spaces, and ensure that the 

site can be reached with excellent, under-used expressways. Finish by decorating 

with bushes and a small sculpture and serve hot.." 

Pro/Anti Trafford Centre 

• There has been growing sentiment amongst the public in Manchester that the 

disadvantages of The Trafford Centre have started to outweigh the advantages.  

• A group of people calling themselves The Anti-Trafford Lobby have set up a group 

aiming to persuade the local council to down-size/shut down the centre. 

• From Anton Schultz in Chorlton I hate the place, although out of town shopping 

centres may be great for the wealthy to spend their money, they are only accessible 

by car or bus (a bad thing considering many of us don't have cars and their effect on 

air polution, road safety, global warming etc..). They are also bad for our 

communities as they make it difficult for local shops to compete, forcing us towards 

a more divided, unfair society. We should support our local shops, and get up and 

try walking for a change. Rows and rows of similar shops selling similar clothes, neon 

lights and traffic Jams. My idea of hell. 

• From David in Salford The building is a hideous monstrosity - were the architects on 

drugs? It pretends to be something is most certainly is not - a neo-classical building. 
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It is simply a shed by a sewage works. Manchester city centre is infinitely preferable, 

even if just for the fresh air and wonderful Victorian architecture. 

• From Dave in Roe Green, Worsley Awful.... Whoever designed the trafford centre 

needs to look at exactly what they have created. It is nothing but the Arndale centre 

moved to dumplington, nothing special design is cheap and relates to nothing about 

manchester. Who really wants to be American anyway, there is not one little 

reference to it even being in Manchester. The only thing it does achieve is traffic 

conjestion at the weekend and an unsightly blot on the landscape. I would prefer t to 

be replaced bya couple of pallate factories any day. If you want to shop, go to your 

local village / town centre not this hideous, claustrophobic, capitalistic mind washing 

corridor they think was a good idea? just what good has it done for Mancheter, apart 

from helping you not get your hair wet. Has anyone ever heard of an umbrella? get 

outside and feel the rain on your face and someone knock it down. 

• Pro- Trafford: Persuade the local council to keep the Trafford Centre open, stress 

the advantages of the centre.  

How can change affect Manchester's Environment? 

Urban greening 

• This is turning wasteland and unused areas into parks and gardens. 

Transport 

• Manchester has a metro tram systems to allow people to move around the city 

more easily (19 million passengers per year). 

• Large parts of the city have been pedestrianised 

• Cycle lanes have been installed. 

• Bus lanes have been added to roads. 

• The train stations have been improved. 

Sustainable energy 

• Areas of the city are now using sustainable energy such as wind and solar power. 

• Cars and buses are being moved towards hybrid energy. 
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Fairtrade 

• The city has Fairtrade status. 

Manchester - Green City 

• "A green city is a healthy place to live, work and play. It is not just a city that has an 

abundance of green space, but it is a modern, vibrant and resilient city with its eye on the 

future. Ultimately, a 'Green' city is a place that people want to be" University of 

Manchester Centre for Urban and Regional Ecology. 

• Manchester is aiming to become the UK’s greenest city by improving its social, 

economic and environmental conditions. 

• Better for the environment. 

• More investment. 

• Create jobs. 

• Reduce poverty. 

• Attract new people. 

• Improve health. 

Social Inequality 

• This is the range of factors that effect peoples lives. 

• It includes housing, education and health. 

• Of the 2.7 million people living in Greater Manchester it is estimated that 600,000 

live in poverty. 

• In the UK this is earning less than £248 per week as an adult. 

Wealth 

• Each year, the Government publishes a survey of income poverty in the UK called 

Households Below Average income (HBAI). 

• This survey sets the poverty line in the UK at 60 per cent of the median UK 

household income.  
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• In other words, if a household’s income is less than 60 per cent of this average, HBAI 

considers them to be living in poverty. 

• There are 3.6 million children living in poverty in the UK today. That’s 27 per cent of 

children, or more than one in four. 

• People are poor for many reasons. But explanations which put poverty down to drug 

and alcohol dependency, family breakdown, poor parenting, or a culture of 

worklessness are not supported by the facts. 

• Work does not provide a guaranteed route out of poverty in the UK. Almost two-

thirds (62 per cent) of children growing up in poverty live in a household where at 

least one member works. 

• Child poverty has long-lasting effects. By 16, children receiving free school meals 

achieve 1.7 grades lower at GCSE than their wealthier peers. Leaving school with 

fewer qualifications translates into lower earnings over the course of a working life. 

Regeneration in Manchester – The Hulme City Project 

City Challenge Partnerships 

- Major switch of funding. 

- Competitive bidding process. 

- Local authority came up with a project and formed a partnership in its local inner city 

area ( private sector and the local communities). 

- 5 year plan submitted to national government in competition with others. 

- By 1993 over 30 City Challenge Partnerships were established, 20 or more were 

unsuccessful. 

- Most successful were those combining social aims with economic and environmental 

outcomes. 

How did it work? 

• Addressed weaknesses of previous schemes: 

– Partners were better co-ordinated and involved. 
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– Equal importance to buildings, people and values. 

– strands of projects had to work together. 

– Co-operation between local authorities and private and public groups was a 

priority. 

All areas suffered from: 

– High long term and youth unemployment, low skills base, poor levels of 

educational attainment, environmental deterioration, derelict land and 

growing commercial property vacancy. 

– Public sector housing was deteriorating due to poor design and inadequate 

maintenance. 

– Healthcare problems higher than national average. 

– High crime levels and fear of crime. 

– High single parent families and social security dependence. 

Priorities of each city were different 

– Liverpool: environmental improvement. 

– Wolverhampton: science park. 

– Hulme, Manchester: housing. 
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Hulme City Challenge Partnership 

• In 1991 MBLA were commissioned by Hulme Regeneration Limited, a JV between 

Manchester City Council and AMEC, as lead design consultants to create a concept 

and master plan for the regeneration of Hulme.  

• Part funded by the City Challenge initiative, the site comprised approximately 230 

acres of inner city land suffering from major decline.  

• The plan reintegrated the district into surrounding areas by connecting major routes.  

• The development pattern was derived from the traditional urban block connected by 

a network of streets and squares and is now a popular thriving neighbourhood 

continuing to attract major private development.  

• MBLA authored the Hulme Regeneration Urban Design Code, adopted by the city 

and formed the core document from which the City design Code was developed.  

• It was such as success the Hulme research has been applied to many other 

masterplans. 
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Section 5      

Urban Sustainability  

Sustainable city – an urban area where residents have a way of life that will last a long 

time; 

– The environment is not damaged. 

– Economic base is sound (resources allocated fairly and jobs secure). 

– Strong sense of community (local people involved). 

London 

• London is becoming an increasing sustainable city. The 2012 Olympics were seen as 

the sustainable games. 

• Housing in BedZed is highly sustainable and the transport network is becoming 

increasingly sustainable. 

Sustainable traffic management 

How has car ownership changed in the UK?  
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Cause, Problem or solution? 

• More Cars. 

• More traffic lights. 

• More round a-bouts. 

• More Parking. 

• People being greedy. 

• Motorways and bypasses. 

• Park and ride. 

• Making driving cars expensive – tax. 

• More people with more money. 

• Fumes causing poor health. 

• Traffic Jams. 

• People earning more money. 

• Build more roads. 

• Make public transport cheap and efficient. 

Since the congestion charge in London 

• Traffic congestion, accidents, and pollution levels have all been reduced.  

• There has been increased investment in public transport.  

• Bus services are more reliable.  

• Retail sales inside the congestion charging zone have increased. 

Who does the congestion charge affect and how? 

• Bus drivers. 

• Delivery drivers. 

• People who work in Central London. 



 

35- 

 

• Cyclists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


